
SOAC: Successfully strengthening accreditation in the ECOWAS region 

 
(UNIDO –WAQSP, ECOWAS, Côte d’Ivoire Ministry of Industry, UEMOA and SOAC) officials visited the 

West African Accreditation System (SOAC) Headquarters, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, 26 April 2019. 

“Without the support of the WAEMU-ECOWAS Quality Programmes, funded by EU and executed by 
UNIDO, the rapid progression of SOAC over the last years would not have been possible” Marcel 

Gbaguidi, Director-General, SOAC 

Context 

The West African Accreditation System (SOAC) is the sole multi-country accreditation body serving eight 
West African States: Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Niger, Senegal, and Togo. The 
creation of the SOAC is in line with the implementation of the common industrial policies of the West 
African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA) and the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) which have made the creation of quality infrastructures a priority, in particular, developing an 
inclusive and sustainable trade culture within and outside the region.  

The SOAC held its third governance meetings on 25 and 26 April 2019, in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, in the 
presence of the representatives of the partner structures behind the implementation of this regional 
integration tool, particularly ECOWAS, UEMOA and the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO). The African Union has actively participated in the work, notably through the 
President of the African Electrotechnical Standards Commission (AFSEC). 



In addition to these meetings, accreditation diplomas were awarded to the first six accredited SOAC 
laboratories. They come from Benin (1), Côte d'Ivoire (4) and Togo (1). They operate in the field of mass 
calibration (Benin), agro-food (Côte d’Ivoire) and medical biology (Togo). 

The achievements of SOAC are as a result of a series of successful phases of West Africa Quality 
Programmes which were made possible due to the long-standing partnership between the WAEMU and 
ECOWAS Commissions, the European Union and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO). 

Objectives 

• Develop a single accreditation body for eight countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea 
Bissau, Mali, Niger, Senegal, and Togo); 

• Find the appropriate legal framework to insert the accreditation body into the organizational 
architecture of WAEMU & ECOWAS; 

• Create a pool of expertise to serve SOAC; 
• Prepare a sufficient number of conformity assessment bodies to apply for SOAC accreditation; 
• Build a quality culture around SOAC accreditation. 

Results 

• SOAC has obtained premises from the government of Côte d'Ivoire;  
• By 2019, six laboratories have been accredited, where 5 of these have been directly supported by 

the West Africa Quality System Programme; 
• 1,000 experts have been trained in the region; 
• 8 National Accreditation Focal Points (NAFPs) have been appointed by their respective ministries 
• Partnership agreements with foreign accreditation bodies have been renewed including the 

Tunisian Accreditation Council (TUNAC) and the multi-economy accreditation body of Southern 
Africa (SADCAS); 

• SOAC has been admitted as a full member of the African Accreditation Cooperation (AFRAC) and 
an associate member of the International Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC); 

• There is growing demand for SOAC accreditation, particularly since six of the eight WAEMU 
countries have adopted quality policies and 7 of the 8 ministers in charge of quality have officially 
request Conformity Assessment Bodies to refer to SOAC for their accreditation needs; 

• The WAEMU Commission has validated the release of a 3 years’ operating grant of € 690,000.00 
for SOAC, covering 55% of its funding requirements over the period; 

• Côte d’Ivoire Government has given the status of public utility association to SOAC, increasing the 
confidence of stakeholders and making SOAC eligible for some mortgage taxes. 

 “My thanks to the two Commissions, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
and the European Union, who have maintained their commitment to SOAC, as reflected in the quality of 
the representatives of these institutions that make us honor to be with us during the opening ceremony 

of SOAC third General Meeting" 

I appeal to all stakeholders in the accreditation field to see how we can join means and efforts to 
participate in consolidating our common accreditation body” 

Mr. Aboubacry BARO, SOAC Chair 



 
Pr. MALAN Kla Anglade, DG of LNSP, the Côte d’Ivoire National Public Health Laboratory, receiving its 

accreditation certificate from Dr. ASSOUAN, on behalf of Hon. Minister of Health and Public Hygiene, 26th 
April 2019, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 

 

 


